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dustry of great importance. The perfumes
of commerce consist of various combinations
of the animal, vegetable and artificial per-
fumes dissolved in alcohol and water.
The manufacture of perfumes is now
chiefly carried on in Paris and London and in
various towns near the Mediterranean, espe-
cially in the south of France. Districts are
famous for certain productions. Cannes
is noted for its perfumes of the rose, tuberose,
orange blossoms, cassia and jasmine; Nimes,
for thyme, rosemary, and lavender; Nice, for
the violet and mignonette. England claims
superiority for its lavender, which is cul-
tivated upon a large scale in Surrey. Tur-
key and Bulgaria are noted for their attar
of roses.
PERICAR'DIUM, the conical sac which
encloses the heart and a small part of the
large blood vessels. It consists of two mem-
branes, an outer fibrous membrane and an
inner serous membrane which completely en-
velops the heart and secretes a fluid that
lubricates it. The outer membrane is formed
of closely interlacing fibers, which at the
upper end interweave with the fibers of the
outer coats of the large blood vessels, form-
ing a closed sae. At its broad lower end the
pericardium is attached to the upper surface
01 the diaphragm. In rheumatic fever the
pericardium is likely to become inflamed.
PERICLES, peSiklese (495-429 b. a),
the most celebrated statesman of ancient
Greece. Born of a prominent family, nat-
urally endowed with intellect and good looks,
and educated by the foremost scholars of Ms
day, he had little difficulty in attaining to
political leadership. At the time he entered
on his public career Athens was on the thresh-
hold of a new day. Although power was in
the hands of the aristocracy, the germs of
democracy were in the minds of the people.
Pericles announced himself at once a friend
of the people. When Cimon, the leader of
the aristocracy, died, Pericles became virtual
ruler of Athens (449 B. c.)7 wrought a com-
plete change in its administration and thor-
oughly democratized it.
Before he came into power only members
of the aristocratic class were eligible for the
higher offices of government; Pericles made
citizenship the sole requisite for such offices.
He transferred the power of the Areopagus,
till then the leading court of Athens, to the
Senate, the popular assembly. He instituted
the custom of paying salaries to public of-
 ficials. Because he believed in the educational
value of the theater, he made attendance pos-
sible for all who could not pay for admission.
Ambitious to make Athens the most glorious
city of Greece, he began to embellish it with
beautiful public buildings and with sculpture.
The temple of Athena Nike, the Propylaea
and the Parthenon, the crowning achievement
of Greek architecture, were built under his
guidance. All artistic activity received a
powerful stimulus; sculpture and philosophy
flourished; a period of unprecedented pros-
perity set in, and Athens experienced the
most brilliant period in its history.
It was Pericles' ambition not only to make
Athens the chief center of Greek culture and
prosperity, but also to extend its power over
the other Greek states; ultimately he hoped
to form a confederacy under the leadership
of Athens. To this end he reduced Naupactus
and Aegina, subdued Samos and won back
Euboea. The wealth and expansion oi
Athens aroused the jealousy and fear of the
Peloponnesians, and the Peloponnesian War
was the result. While in the throes of this
disastrous conflict, Athens was attacked, in
430 b. c., by a terrible plague, and hundreds
died. Crazed by superstition and despair, the
people blamed Pericles for their condition
and deposed him. But there was no one to
take his place, and he was recalled. Soon
afterwards, however, in 429 b. c., he himself
fell a victim to the disease and died. The
death of Pericles closed the greatest period
in Greek history, for there was no one to
succeed him, and Athens steadily declined.
PERIGEE, pe^ije, an astronomical term,
derived from the Greek words meaning near
and earth, and used to designate that part of
the orbit of the moon which, is nearest the
earth. When the moon, in its irregular revo-
lution about the earth, comes closest to that
planet it is said to be in perigee.
PERIPATETIC SCHOOL OF PHILOSO-
PHY, the system of philosophy of Aristotle
and his followers, so called, it is believed, be-
cause he was accustomed to walk up and
down with Ms more intimate disciples, while
he expounded to them his doctrines. Prac-
tical philosophy is divided by Aristotle into
ethics, economies and politics. According to
his ethical system, the highest good is happi"
ness, which depends on the rational or virtu-
ous activity of the soul throughout life
Virtue is proficiency in willing what is con-
formed to reason. All virtues are either

